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Disasters Take
Their Toll

Natural disasters seem to abound these
days, from tsunami’s to earthquakes, to
flooding and hurricanes.  No country is
immune; no part of our culture and livelihood,
not affected.  Sometimes the tragedy of others
is on the far side of the world and seems to
affect us, personally, very little.  We aren’t there
and, while tragic, we can’t see it, touch it or
feel it personally.  We hear about it on the news
and often our only means to assist is through
monetary donations. And, all too often we don’t
see its impact on life outside of the human
factor.   With Hurricane Katrina, many of us
were in a position to really see and feel how
natural disasters affect the animal kingdom.

Over 8,000 laboratory animals – mostly
mice, but not all – were lost in Katrina.  Years
and years of research data, the life work of
hundreds of faculty members at New Orlean’s
five research universities, destroyed.

Horses and cattle, that weren’t destroyed
by the flood waters, were left starving to death
due to lack of food in the days
following Katrina.  The floods had
destroyed their available food
supplies and there was no way
for additional supplies to reach
them.

The media was filled with
heartbreaking stories of human
rescue efforts that were stymied
when pet owners would not leave
their pets behind and photos of
animals that were stranded to
fend for themselves.
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Rescue efforts poured into the ravaged areas,
too late in many cases, but in a rallying effort
backed by the support of so many individuals
and organizations around the world.  Concerned
citizens and industry groups worked together with
airlines who offered chartered aircraft for just the
cost of fuel.  Airline flight crews donated their
time; veterinarians supplied vaccines, medicines
and donated their services; thousands of pet travel
kennels were offered; truckers moved into the
hardest hit areas ready to assist; volunteers
worked tirelessly to treat, bathe. microchip and
photograph recovered animals in the hope that,
one day, they would be reunited with their
owners.

Yes, the media covered the story of the animal
tragedy well.  We all saw many photos we’ll long
remember.  And, they touched us.

And, then there are the photos that weren’t
as prominent in the media - the photos  especially
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Since my last letter, nature has punished
us with earthquakes, hurricanes, typhoons,
flooding and other natural disasters all over
the world.  I can only hope that our human
friends and members have only been mildly
or not affected.

The media has published profusely the material devastations and specially the human suffering.
Very little has been said about our good friends, the animals, which have suffered death and
destruction by drowning, crushed to death, lack of food or disease without a friendly hand to hold
on.  Let us think about what we can do more efficiently to protect our environment and the lives of
all creatures big and small.

Life goes on.  The end of 2005 is coming closer and our next conference is just around the
corner. Amsterdam will host AATA in April 2006 where we will discuss many subjects related to
rules, regulations, training and experiences specific to our industry.   Suggestions and ideas are
very welcome.

Of special interest to our horse fans is the fact that Jumping Amsterdam 2006 will be held the
week before our event, from April 20 to 23, therefore brace yourselves for eight days in lovely
Dutch land.

Saludos

Alex Thiermann, AATA President

Mensaje del Presidente

_

Join AATA in Amsterdam in 2006

AATA’s 32nd International
Conference will be held in the
very heart of beautiful
Amsterdam, between Central
Station and Dam Square within
walking distance of such
attractions as Anne Frank’s
House, the Royal Palace,
shopping and the famous
diamond factories.

At Marriott’s Renaissance
Amsterdam Hotel, the
conference will be held in the
famed 17th century, domed
Koepelchurch Convention Centre — the most historical meeting site in the Netherlands.

The meeting is scheduled at the height of the tulip season and a pre-conference visit to
Keukenhaf will certainly be planned; maybe a visit
to the famous flower and cheese markets, to the
windmills and even a canal boat cruise.

Complete details for the conference will be
posted on-line in December .  In addition, the 4th
Quarter AATA Newsletter will include program
outline, the registration form, hotel information,
sponsorship opportunities and and overview of the
outside tours being planned.

For details as they become available,

http://www.aata-animaltransport.orgRenaissance Amsterdam Hotel
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32nd Edition of the LIVE ANIMALS REGULATIONS
Effective October 1, 2005!

The NEW reference for the transport of live animals by air is now available!

IATA Live Animals Regulations (LAR) is THE international standard for the transport
of animals by air.  It can help you ensure the safety and welfare of animals.

NEW IN THIS ISSUE:
* New chapter about life science logistics for laboratory animals

* Airline contact information and animal transportation services

* Up-to-date state and airlines variations

* New rules and regulations applicable in Eurpe as of January 2007

* New and updated container requirements

* New diagrams for laboratory animals containers

* CITES-updated list of animals (3000+ entries)

* Statistics on the live animals transport industry

Live Animals Regulations (LAR)
ä Minimum requirements for air transport of animals ncluding pets, wildlife and laboratory animals.
ä Specific airlines and country rules on a worldwide basis.
ä Used by airlines, shippers, cargo agents and animal care professionals.
ä 3,300 animals listed together with container requirements and diagrams.
ä Officially recognized by CITES and OIE.

New CD ROM Available [English only]     View CD Demo @ http://www.iata.org/LARCD
ä Interactive HTML-based user interface.
ä Database-driven animals classification with enhanced search and sort functions.
ä Special Report function allowing amalgamation into a single view all information related  to the transport by air of a selected animal.

The LAR is available in the following formats: TO ORDER:
English Book 110 US$ Email to custserv@iata.org
Spanish Book 105 US$ Call 800 71 66 32 60 (toll free)
French Book 105 US$ Call 1 800 716 6326 (toll free North America)
English CD ROM 130 US$ Go on-line at http://www.iataonline.com
English Combo (Book + CD Rom) 160 US$

~~~~~~~~~~
ADVERTISERS

IATA Live Animal Regulation (LAR) . 3
Compassion in World Farming ....... 16

~~~~~~~~~~

EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTORS

Eric Bernier, Rare Import/Export ........ 8
Tim Harris, AATA European Secy ... 13
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Jo Wanner, GK Airfreight ................. 8
Jennifer Woods, Reflected J ............ 11

~~~~~~~~~~

Jumping Amsterdam
20 -23 Apr, 2006

In 2006 the RAI in Amsterdam will again be the setting of Jumping Amsterdam, an international
equestrian event of the highest level. The absolute highlight are the FEI World Cup Dressage Final
competitions.

At Jumping Amsterdam, the best horsemen in the world display their talents on the field of
dressage, jumping and driving. In between the competitions, the public is entertained through
performances by various artists and spectacular shows. There are also many food venues and
shopping facilities for the entire family. The event is concluded with a dressage gala with shows
and a wide variety of activities.  This event is visited yearly by more than 50,000 equestrianists and
horse lovers.

For more information including the schedule of events, http://www.jumping-amsterdam.nl/
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Industry Input RequestedAviation Security:
Proposals on the Security
of Live Animals
Carried by Air
September 2005 Consultation Paper:
http://www.aata-animaltransport.org/gen_info/
LiveAnimalsConsultationfinal1.doc

Distributed by: Cargo & Aviation Security,
Department for Transport - London

Deadline for response to AATA:  Nov. 1, 2005,
Submit comments to:
AATAEurope@aata-animaltransport.org

Deadline for response to DfT:  Dec 2, 2005

According to Tim Harris, AATA European
Secretary:

“This may  affect  any AATA or IPATA member,
so will appreciate any comments from
members.  They seem only to have pets in mind
[dogs and cats]. 

What about day old chicks, horses, zoo species,
containers, handlers and their equipment,
intermediate road transport from ‘secure’
loading to airport, identity switching, rumen
boluses, etc? I am told this may not even
preclude use of a decompression chamber!

Since we are concerned with safety, we need to
consider and propose the positives.  Use of LVI
certification?  This will need the input of the
BVA and similar organisations in Europe/
elsewhere.  Security seals on all livestock trucks
- practical?? Is X-ray acceptable [we believe that
El-Al X-rays all animals anyway], there appears
to be no harm to the animal.  Have they
machines big enough for a horse, an elephant? 
Who wants to put his hand into the rottweiler
cage?” 

 

 

Advance Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking on
the Humane and Healthful
Transport of Wild
Mammals and Birds to the
United States

Distributed by :  U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Federal Register’s Closing Date for Comments: 
December 15, 2005

Deadline for submitting comments to AATA: 
November 15, 1005
Submit comments to:
labanimals@aata-animaltransport.org
exotics@aata-animaltransport.org

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has published
an advanced notice of proposed rulemaking on
the humane and healthful transport of wild
mammals and birds to the United States.  

The advanced notice seeks input into USFWS
plans to update the current regulations which
were published in 1992 and to bring them up to
date with industry standard such as the IATA
Live Animals Regulations, to provide more
detailed species-specific transport regulations,
and to address other air and non-air transport
issues.  

The notice may be found at: http://www.fws.gov/
policy/library/05-18416.pdf

Both notices are posted on AATA’s website under “News, Views and Issues” and have been
announced in the AATA GlobalFiles requesting comments.
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One of the key
benefits of

membership in
AATA is your

global network!

Take a minute
to send an email to

these new members,
introducing yourself!

New Members & AttendantsAlbequus Ltd.
Selyatino Mailbox 30
Naro-Fomins K District
Moscow Region,   143345 Russia
Tel: +95 363 41 23
Fax: +95 363 44 23
albequus@mtu.net.ru

Dr. Alexey Brailko, Veterinarian
Ms. Anna Nazarova, Executice Director
Mr. Sergey Shapovalov, Director

Albequus Ltd. Is a freight forwarder specializing
in transportation of horses worldwide, including
documentation, customs clearance and
veterinary services.

British and Irish
Association of Zoos and
Aquariums (BIAZA)
Regents Park
London,   NW1 4RY UK
Tel: +44 20 7449 6520
Fax: +44 20 7449 6539
http://www.biaza.org.uk

Dr. Miranda  Stevenson, Ph.D. , Director
director@biaza.org.uk

BIAZA, a registered charity, is a professional
organisation which represents its members and
promotes the values of good zoos and
aquariums.

Calgary Zoo
1300 Zoo Road NE
Calgary, Alberta  T2E 7V6 Canada
Tel: +1 403 232 9327
Fax: +1 403 237 7582

Ms. Deanna  Snell, Registrar Exhibit Services
deannas@calgaryzoo.ab.ca

The Calgary Zoo is a not for profit organization
which displays over 276 species and 920
specimens and is accredited by both AZA and
CAZA.

Compassion in World
Farming
Charles House
5a Charles Street
Petersfield, Hants  GU32 3 EH UK
Tel: +44 1730 264208
Fax: +44 1730 260791
http://www.ciwf.org

Ms. Kerry  Burgess, Communications Director
kerry@ciwf.co.uk

Founded in 1967 by a local farmer,
Compassion In World Farming is now the
leading international farm animal welfare
organisation working with governmental
bodies, international institutions and industry
globally to maximise farm animal welfare, both
on farm and during transportation. Our
education and research work is carried out by
Compassion in World Farming Trust, which
works internationally to promote respect for
farmed animals.

With headquarters in the UK, we also have
offices in Ireland, France, and the Netherlands,
and representatives in Central and Eastern
European countries as well as in Australasia,
Africa and the Far East. In Europe CIWF leads
the European Coalition for Farm Animals (ECFA)
and, on a worldwide level, CIWF co-ordinates
its activities with over 150 other animal welfare
groups.

Dubai Kennels & Cattery
PO Box 10522
Dubai, U.A.E.
Tel: +971 4 285 1646
Fax: +971 4 285 7167
http://www.dkc.ae

Mr. Todd  Carson, General Manager
todd@dkc.ae

Ms. Pauline van der Duim, Proprietor
pauline@dkc.ae

Global relocations and transit care, boarding
and day care. Grooming, dog training,
collection and delivery for dogs, cats, birds,
rabbits and pets since 1983.
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INTERESTED IN
JOINING AATA?

AATA provides an important
opportunity for individuals,

businesses, organizations and
groups involved in any phase of
animal transportation to become

part of an international effort to
find solutions to a variety of

problems related to the transport
of animals. At the same time,

members are linked to
information, resources, contacts

and key developments in the
field that can help them provide

better services and conditions
for animals in transit.

For a complete application form,
see our web site at:

http://www.aata-
animaltransport.org

or call or fax our
international office:

AATA
111 East Loop North

Houston, Texas 77029 USA
Tel: +1 713-532-2177
Fax: +1 713-532-2166

info@aata-animaltransport.org

New Members & Attendants
continued from page 6Goldenway

International Pets
Aeroport Charles De Gaulle
Roissy CDG Cedex
Paris, Val D’Oise  95711 France
Tel: +33 23338 4132
Fax: +33 23338 4416
http://www.goldenwaypets.com

Mrs. Colette  Robe-Hughes
Managing Director
goldenwaypets@aol.com

Mr. Irving James Robe-Hughes
Transport Manager
GIPCDG@aol.com

Goldenway International Pets is the only
government approved Pet Transporter /
Importer/ Exporter on Charles de Gaulle Airport
Paris; specializes in moving all species of pets
worldwide, offering door to door service and
boarding facilities (an alternative to quarantine).
Can apply for permits and coordinate veterinary
visits, certificate requirements and tests.
Specializing in some of the more difficult pet
moves to countries like Australia , New Zealand
and South Africa.

The Jackson Laboratory
610 Main Street
Bar Harbor, ME  4609 USA
Tollfree:+1 800 422 6423
Tel:   +1 207-288-6536
Fax:   +1 207 288 6150
http://www.jax.org

Ms. Laura Anne Mathews
Manager of Logistics Services
lauram@jax.org

Ms. Dawn Christina Jellison
Senior Manager of Customer Support
dawn@jax.org

Established in 1929, The Jackson
Laboratory is a not for profit, independant
research institution. The mission of the
Laboratory is to improve the quality of human
life through discoveries arising from its own
genetic research and by enabling the research
and education of others. With over 1300
employees (including more than 100 PhD level
scientists), the Laboratory has facilities for
research, training and mouse production,
mouse breeding and research services.

TransporTech LLC
PO Box 2007
Brockton, MA  2305 USA
Tollfree: +1 866 99 TTECH
Fax:    +1 508 436 6766
http://www.transportech.com

Mr. Erik C. Liebegott, President
eliebegott@transportech.com

Ms. Lani  Peak, Office Manager
lani@transportech.com

Mr. Jack  Pelletier, Manager of Operations
jack@transportech.com

TransporTech is dedicated to providing
proper, safe and humane transport of lab
animals worldwide. Our fleet consists
exclusively of insulated, temperature specific
trucks of all sizes. Assistance with customs
documentation, preparation and crating is
available.

AATA Animal
Attendants
LeRoy S. Jolley, Jr.
Equicom
304 Paschal Avenue
Franklin Square
New York, NY  11010 USA
Tel: +1 516 488 5799
Tel: +1 516 532 1653
equicom@optonline.net

A REMINDER TO ALL MEMBERS
- both old and new -

The AATA website has an on-line directory where you
may update your OWN information and the public may
search to find professionals in the animal transportation
industry.

Visit http://www.aata-animaltransport.org and click on
MEMBERS ONLY in the left side bar to login and review the
information in your profile.

Remember . . . one of AATA’s goals is to help the general
public find professionals in the animal transportation
industry.  Check your on-line information periodically to
make sure that it remains current!
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Committee Corner

COMMITTEE
CHAIRS

Equine
Henry Bullen

Peden Bloodstock Ltd

Lab Animals
Michael J. Kuntz

Merck & Co.

Livestock
 Luis “Lou” Rocha

American Genetics Int’l

Small Animals
Jo Wanner

GK Airfreight Service

Wildlife & Exotics
Eric Bernier

Rare Import/Export, Inc.
~~~~~~~~~~~

Animal Welfare
Eddie C. Harper

Road Haulage Association UK

Border Post & Quarantine
Tom Schooler

Animal-Port-Houston

OIE
Peter Linhart

Schoenbrunn Tiergarten

Service Providers
Robert VanVoorthuysen

KLM Royal Dutch Airline
~~~~~~~~~~~

Amsterdam Conference
Program Committee

Alex Thiermann
Pacific Feeder Services

Membership Committee
Lisa Schoppa

Continental Airlines

Livestock Committee
Report - FY 2004/2005
Submitted by Luis Rocha, American Genetics Int’l

AATA Livestock Committee Chair

2005 Calgary Conference:  The Calgary
conference was the first time AATA has held a
separate workshop specifically for livestock
truckers.  Alberta was the ideal place to hold
this meeting because of the extremely high
volume of livestock truckers.

Our thanks to Dr. Gord Doonan from CFIA,
Jennifer Woods, Tim O’Byrne and Alberta Farm
Animal Care for their efforts in organizing this
workshop. Approximately 80 attendees
participated in the workshop and it was very
well received.

Guidelines for Care and Handling of Beef
Cattle:  Requested and received a copy of the
National Cattlemen’s Beef Association
Guidelines for Care and Handling of Beef Cattle.
Dr. Gary Weber has asked the AATA Livestock
Committee to provide suggestions and or views
on the current guidelines.

Master Cattle Transporters Training Program:
Dr. Dan Hale from Texas A&M University has
been working in coordination with the National
Cattlemen’s Beef Association on developing a
“Master Cattle Transporters Training Program”
in detail with training materials.  Dr. Hale asked
us to provide have input into his efforts. As a
follow-up to this, Andy King from Texas A&M
made a presentation at the Livestock Trucking
Workshop in Calgary that covered the current
status of their program, requesting input from
the industry.  Copies of the program have been
made available to Tim O’Byrne, Jennifer Woods
and Tim Harris for comments.

Exposition Participation:  Participated in the
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo by manning
AATA’s stand for 8 days in the “Trading Post”
section of the international room.  The Trading
Post is reserved exclusively for promotion of
non-profit associations.   The only other
exhibitors were the Texas Department of
Agriculture and several livestock breed
associations.  There are usually about 4,000
international visitors each year and only the
international visitors and the committee
members have access to the international room
and Trading Post.

Most who visited the stand were international

livestock breeders with a few government
representatives.  Some had bought animals at
the stock show (or wanted to buy animals) and
needed to know how to export them.  The most
common remark was that they didn’t know that
an organization like AATA even existed.

GOALS FOR FY 2005/2006

1. To create a formal Livestock Committee.  A
preliminary list of names has been
compiled who will be invited to serve on
the working committee.  Participation will
also be solicited from the membership.

2. To develop a list of professional consultants
– both members and non-members – that
can be used as a resource for answering
industry questions and reviewing technical
guidelines.

3. To hold a European Livestock Trucking
Workshop in conjunction with the
Amsterdam conference, if possible.

4. To continue investigating insurance
possibilities for livestock handlers

5. Further involvement on education &
training of best practices by coordinating
with the National Cattlemen’s Beef
Association and Texas A&M University

6. To promote membership within the
livestock industry:

a. Identify industry related membership
associations where AATA could have
a reciprocal membership exchange.

b. To identify target audiences for
membership which would include
truckers, livestock associations, and
insurance companies.

c. Funding requests have been approved
in the FY05/06 budget to cover the
Livestock Committee’s participation in
the 2006 Houston Livestock Show &
Rodeo (March).  In addition, the Board
approved the Livestock Committee
reserving space for participation in the
2007 World Dairy Expo which is held
in October each year in Madison,
Wisconsin.
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Committee Corner
continued from page 7

The AATA acknowledges
with appreciation that the
independent  assessment
of AATA Registered
Equine Attendants has
been made possible by a
very generous grant from
the following members:

n Mersant  International Ltd.

n Peden Bloodstock

n International Racehorse
Transportation

n Instone Air Services

Petting Zoos! 
One ounce of cure...!

Eric Bernier, Rare Import Export
Wildlife & Exotics Committee Chairman

In the AATA GlobalFiles 2005_15 (March
26), Tim Harris reported an incidence of
HEMOLYTIC UREMIA SYNDROME diagnosed
in 7 children in the USA.  Headlines on April 2
indicate that up to 57 Floridians might be
affected by the same strain of E. coli, assumedly
all from the same petting zoo.

There are numerous possible sources or E.
coli contamination, many of them in our
domestic environment and it is virtually
impossible to eradicate it.  Fortunately enough,
the seemingly simple act of hand washing will
eliminate most chances of contamination. 

For many children, petting zoos represents
the only contact they’ll ever have with animals. 
This would make them a public requirement
but not at the detriment of human lives.  With
the events taking place and the four lawsuits
until now, it is easy to imagine that the authorities
might step in shortly.

Until and before they do, I am hoping that
the animal industry can be one step ahead and
that all of us whom have animals in contact with
humans, will implement strict hand-washing
policies.  This is such a simple and cheap
prevention that it could be considered a
negligence not to have it. Future will tell if the
courts find that to be a criminal negligence.

Many companies already have hand-
washing stations and Bravo to them! For those
that do not yet have hand washing stations I
would strongly suggest to get some installed in
the best delays.

I would actually call on all types of business
involving human-animal contacts - not just
petting zoos - to implement such policies.  I am
thinking pet stores, riding schools and kennels.
While we’re at it, it might be a good opportunity
for those involved with farm animals to review
their practices.

Most petting zoo designs have a dedicated
entrance and exit which would lend itself to the
addition of hand-washing stations.  The obvious
thought is to add washing stations at the exit but
is that enough?  We also have a duty to protect
the animals. Actually in the Florida cases,
wesh.com reported that “The state Agriculture
Department also said the animals might not be
the source of the outbreak. The bacteria could
also come from the company’s equipment or
hay.”

What they do not mention is that the source
could also have been one of the children (or
adults) that contaminated the animals.  Since E.
coli is present in our daily environments it would
be reasonable to consider that the source of the
Florida infection could be human.

A quick review of what goes on in a petting
zoo might be helpful: Children go in and
purchase food pellets and they feed it to the
animals. This obviously means that the animals
will lick the children’s hands, transferring any
bacteria from the animal to the child, but also
the other way around from the child’s hands to
the animal’s mouth therefore exposing your
animals to “God knows what”, and spreading it
around as the same child feeds all the animals
therefore exposing all other children.  The
solution would appear to be to add hand
washing stations at the entrance and the exit as
well.  The same principle would apply to pet
stores and kennels and riding schools. There is
just no way of knowing where clients came in
from and what they have touched since they
last washed their hands. It is also reasonable to
expect that human bacteria or viruses that do
not normally affect animals could be transferred
to the animals and right back to the next person.
Additionally, I would suggest to also add
appropriate signs to explain the need for before
and after hand-washing.

Let’s not wait until someone dies...

Tidbits from the
Small Animal Committee

Jo Wanner, GK Airfreight
Small Animal Committee Chairman

EMIRATES have with immediate effect
announced an embargo of all animals on their
services Ex Germany to any of their destinations
worldwide. The only exemptions are falcons and
Zoo to Zoo shipments.

US AIR has announced the embargo of pets on
their services as cargo as well as excess baggage
systemwide.

Clearance of Pets at Frankfurt:   German
customs in Frankfurt did a “simplified clearance
“ on pets shipped under EU 998/2003 As NON
COMMERCIAL MOVEMENTS”.  This has now
been stopped by the Customs authority and all
pets must now first be cleared by the STATE
VETERINARIAN (costs EUR 47) and then
customs.  The veterinarian fee is per health
certificate so if a client has 3 pets then it will be
EUR 141.  Furthermore it will take much longer
to go this way. It will take a while till the Ministry
finds a solution for this problem.
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Animal Health & Zoonoses

Animal transporatation
is a volitle business!

Regardless of the  species;
regardless of the mode

of transport; it can
happen to you!

The animals are ready to
ship; they are delivered to
the port; they are walking

up the ramp and you
receive the news.

The country (or state or
province) of destination
has stopped all imports

due to a disease outbreak!

It can affect everyone
involved in the animal

transport chain - from the
carrier to the trucker to

the shipper and the
receiver at the destination.

You can’t avoid it . . .
you can only attempt

to stay informed to
changes within the

industry and to have a
plan of action . . . just in

case it happens to you!

Avian Influenza -
A Worldwide Concern

Waterfowl and domesticated poultry are particularly susceptible, as well as other avian species
but not limited thereto. Most important vector is the farmer or traveling human, mechanic
transmission (through shoes for example) is possible.

The strain present in Asia (H5N1) is particularly potent in that its mortality rate reaches between
95 and 100%, especially in farmed species. This contrasts with the avian influenza outbreak last
year in the Netherlands, where the strain (H7N7) did not pose a significant recombination threat
when exposed to other influenza type strains. Infected birds can shed the virus via respiratory
secretions, conjectiva and feces (excretions). 25% of all free ranging ducks and geese of the Northern
hemisphere are natural reservoirs for avian influenza. Wild birds are considered natural AI reservoirs.

For pet animals involving avian species, it is recommended to stop accepting live birds and
their by-products for carriage in the cabin; however carriage in the aircraft holds is still possible,
provided a health certificate accompanies the animal. The danger of disease transmission from the
cargo holds to the passenger cabin is very low; as a guideline for hospitalized patients the US CDC
recommends 6-12 air changes per hour.

Transportation of hatching eggs is without danger, although some authorities ban the transport
of by-products. Segregation of poultry and other birds in cargo warehouses is recommended.

To those persons having direct contact with birds and by products, good hygienic measures
will prevent the eventual mechanic transmission of the disease, such as washing hands and footwear.

There is no confirmation of transmission from human to human of the H5N1 Avian Influenza
virus.

The risk of contamination by eating chicken is equal to zero once the meat has been cooked
since high temperatures destroy the virus.

This information has been compiled by the
IATA Animal Care Team and is meant for information purposes only;

they do not constitute binding material.
For more information send an email to larper@iata.org

VIRUS Information update:

OIE update: http://www.oie.int/downld/AVIAN%20INFLUENZA/A_AI-Asia.htm

And international joint conference WHO/OIE/FAO
http://www.oie.int/eng/manifestations/en_prep_manif_IA.htm

EC update:
http://europa.eu.int/comm/food/animal/diseases/controlmeasures/avian/index_en.htm

Q& A
h t t p : / / e u r o p a . e u . i n t / r a p i d / p r e s s R e l e a s e s A c t i o n . d o ? r e f e r e n c e = M E M O / 0 5 /
283&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en

The US CDC has issued the following information:
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/avian/index.htm

The Canadian Food inspection agency lists the following information:
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/heasan/disemala/avflu/avflufse.shtml
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Animal Health & Zoonoses
continued from page 9

Emerging
Diseases Require
A Global Solution

The threat of potential pandemics such as
Ebola, SARS, and avian influenza demands a
more holistic approach to disease control, one
that prevents diseases from crossing the divide
between humans, their

livestock, and wildlife, according to the
Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) in the most
recent issue of the journal Foreign Affairs. This
“One World, One Health” concept, as described
by WCS veterinary staff, calls for the integration
of efforts to deal proactively with disease threats
to human and animal health before they reach
crisis levels.

“As of yet, no single agency or organization
focuses on the myriad diseases that move across
the interface between people, their domestic
animals and wildlife,” said Dr. William Karesh,
one of the co-authors of “One World, One
Health” and the director of WCS’ Field Veterinary
Program. “There is only ‘one health,’ and future
programs must factor in the complexity of how
emerging diseases move among humans and
other species.”

The paper—titled “The Human-Animal
Link”—is one of several in the July/August issue
of Foreign Affairs focusing on pandemic
diseases.

Karesh and co-author Dr. Bob Cook—WCS
vice president and chief veterinarian of the
society’s Wildlife Health Center—developed the
“One World, One Health” concept in response
to the increased vulnerability of humanity and
animals to a host of diseases that are capable of
adapting to other species and moving across
the globe through the rapid transportation of
goods and people. Many of these diseases can
move back and forth between species, mutating
into more virulent, resistant forms.  Over 60
percent of the 1,415 infectious diseases currently
known to modern medicine are capable of
infecting both humans and animals. Most of
these diseases originated in animals and now
infect people.

Full text: http://tinyurl.com/865ls
EurekAlert, June 16, 2005

World’s First Live
Cattle Diagnostic
Test for BSE

CALGARY - Vacci-Test(TM) Corporation
today announced that a simple, reliable and
economical diagnostic tool for the detection in
“live” cattle of infectious Brain Diseases (“BD”),
including Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy
(BSE), will soon be available for use on farms
and ranches in Canada and around the world.

Designed for the measurement of immunity
and the presence of infectious diseases in both
humans and animals, patented Vacci-Test(TM)
allows for the precise evaluation of the immune
status very quickly through a simple blood test.
Vacci-Test(TM) BD can determine the presence
of a protein marker which

identifies brain infections such as BSE in
cattle.

“A single drop of blood will identify the
presence of Protein 14-3-3, the marker for brain
infections, including BSE,” says Bill Hogan,
President and CEO. “This will facilitate affordable
mass testing of live

cattle in the field with results readable in
less than 30 minutes. Furthermore, Vacci-
Test(TM) platform can diagnose any kind of
bacteria-viruses based infectious diseases in
livestock and humans. To this end, we now have
6 additional Vacci-Test(TM) In Vitro diagnostic
products ready for commercialization,” said
Hogan.

Full text: http://tinyurl.com/arxo7
Canada NewsWire, June 16, 2005
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How the Other
Half Travels

by Jennifer Woods
Reflected J Livestock Consulting

Most of my experience in the transportation
of animals has been the commercial transport
of livestock. Watching, studying and
researching this main mode of movement as
cattle, pigs, sheep, horses and poultry are
relocated throughout North America. Although
these animals are transported safely and
humanely  - their elite, athletic cousins seem to
have written into their employment contract that
the only way they will travel is first class.  And
first class was exactly how 40 horses made their
way back home to Mexico after competing at
Spruce Meadows in Calgary, Alberta, Canada
(YYC). 

When presented with the opportunity to
observe these high dollar horses preparing for
transport via a MASAir Boeing 767,  I jumped
at the chance. First, there is my unnatural
obsession with anything related to animal
handling, behavior and transportation - new
opportunities always appeal to me and of course
expand my knowledge. Second, being a
western based livestock person I found the
thought of transporting a horse by something
other than by foot or trailer quite intriguing. So
at 8:00 on a Sunday evening in June, I arrived
at YYC Cargo facility to learn how the other half
travels.

The first thing that struck me was the
“shuttle” service they had to the airport. These
trailers, I am sure, cost more than my house
and were outfitted with bells, whistles and
creature comforts that even Hollywood types
like Trigger or Flicka couldn’t imagine. Each
horse was outfitted in their travel gear and leg
wraps must be considered standard attire,
because each horse had four of those. The rest
of the gear seemed to be a personal choice.
Some had basic tail wraps, while others sported
tail wraps with leather strapping to keep it in
place. (Being from the other side of the tracks I
had to ask what that contraption was, thinking
it was some fancy training device.) Some wore
cute little bump caps resembling beanies, while
others wore full face masks.

Overseeing the shipment were
representatives from YYC,  MASAir, CFIA,
Spruce Meadows, Overseas Horse Transport
(Bob Thomson), veterinarians and an AATA
Certified Flying Groom. Each horse had an

entourage of what appeared to be at least two
handlers each to meet their needs. Not sure who
was officially in charge - though my impression
was the horses. 

The shipping “crates” consisted of four stalls
and each horse was loaded and tied into their
individual space. The crate was then closed up
and secured to ensure the horses remained
contained for the flight. There were several
different crate designs at YYC that evening as
three charters were going out in those 24 hours
(Mexico, Germany, New York). Each shipper/
airline has their own design of an IATA approved
crate that they prefer to use. The crates used by
MASAir were mainly made of wood and open
so the horses heads were sticking outside the
crate, allowing them to watch the activities
around them. Some of the other crates were
completely enclosed so the groom must enter
the crate through a man door to check on the
horses. 

Everyone has a pre-assigned seat before
arriving at the airport. Seating assignments are
based on weight, familiarity and who gets along
with who. You cannot place fighters next to each
other as they will spend most of the trip bickering
. (Very similar to your children in the backseat
on a long car trip.)  Loading was quite uneventful
as these are seasoned travelers. But, as with
human air travel, there always has to be one
passenger who proves to be a challenge. On
this flight it was a bay stallion who had the “Diva”
moment. 

After refusing to load into his first assigned
seat he was taken for a walk and given a little
Happy Horse cocktail. The cocktail lightened
his mood a little, but he still was interested not
in cooperating with the handlers. Rumor had it
he was a high dollar pony and I figure he may
have felt he deserved  a whole crate to himself.
This load of horses were based out of Mexico,
so the handlers all spoke Spanish. I have no
idea what they were saying to that stallion as he
refused to load, but I did make out the word
tequila once and another four letter word which
obviously has the same meaning in any
language. After about 15 minutes in front of a
large audience, they were able to convince the
horse to take his seat. 

From the Perspective Of . . .

Continued on page 12

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE
AND DEADLINES

The AATA Newsletter is published quarterly in
February, May, August,  and November. All

editorial and advertising copy must be received
no later than the first day of the month

preceding the publication date. Editorial copy
may be sent via mail, fax or e-mail, however,
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processing format transmitted via PC-formatted
diskette or as an e-mail attachment.  Advertising
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Tel: +1-903-769-2847
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the animal transportation industry and it is
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audience than ever before!  If you are looking for
economical ways to promote your company and
the services you provide to a targeted audience,
now is the time to start advertising in AATA’s
quarterly newsletter.

ADVERTISING
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All contents are  © 2005, AATA,  All Rights Reserved.
Reprints granted with permission from AATA.
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From the Perspective Of . . .
Once the horses were loaded, their crates

were parked outside the handling facility. By this
time the horses had started to get a little restless,
as it was dinner time and they wanted food. Out
came the food service cart and each horse was
given their own hay net for trip. At this point, the
grooms and handlers stepped back as it was
time for airport and airline staff take over. 

The cargo planes are basic passenger
planes with the seats and overhead bins
removed. The airline has a loadmaster whose
job it is to balance the load for the flight. His
responsibility is to decide what order the crates
are loaded in the plane based on their weight.
The crates are taken out onto the tarmac one at
a time and hoisted by a lift into the plane. The
crates are then set on rollers and slid to the back
of the plane. Depending on the charter,
sometimes the first crate in actually contains the
seats that the grooms or attendants will sit in as
they travel with the horses. With this load, the
attendants travelled at the front of the plane so a
crate with only three horses was placed in the
tail. These crates were loaded so every two crates
were facing each other with enough space
between them that they could not fight and the
attendants could walk between them to monitor
them and give them water. The door was closed
shortly before take-off and the plane departed
YYC at 11:10 that evening.

This was not my first trip to the animal
transport facility at the Calgary Airport Authority.
I had the opportunity to watch as AATA members
Fed Ex, via Polar Air, shipped 114 head of non-
performance horses to their new home in Japan
aboard a Boeing 747 - 200. On hand were
representatives of
Calgary Airport
Authority, Fed Ex,
Polar Air, Canadian
Food Inspection
along the shipper
and a representative
for the receiver in
Japan. Though the
way animals are
handled is never
based on their
monetary value,
these horses
definitely did not get
the first class perks of
their Spruce
M e a d o w s
counterparts. The

difference in flying equine coach versus Equine
first class is you do not have your own individual
stalls, (you share an open crate with three other
travel companions) and you do not have access
to hay. Kind of like flying the low cost airlines -
you get there safely but your seats are a little
smaller and you don’t get the meal service. 

Credit for the smoothness of these
operations first go to Calgary Airport Authority
Cargo - Tom Kirk and Stephan Poirier take a
great deal of pride in their animal shipment facility
and are continually looking to improve their
operation. They ship and receive approximately
5,000 horses a year out of this cargo facility.
The are very focused on low-stress handling and
facility design in order to make this process a
humane and safe one for the animals and the
handlers. The ground handlers, Servis/
Globeground, also deserve praise as they are
the ones who maneouver the dollies with the
horse pens onto the weigh scale, tie down the
nets and subsequently load and offload the
horses from the aircraft. Though they are not
experienced livestock handlers, they handle the
horses quietly and calmly. Shippers such as Fed
Ex and Polar Air and freight forwarders like
Overseas Transport and Heartland Livestock
also impressed me with their professionalism
and concern over the welfare of the animals -
they are not viewed as just any cargo.  

Equine Air Travel .................... versus ....Commercial Livestock Transport

Loadmaster/Flying Groom ........................ versus ....... Attendant - Truck driver

2 handlers per horse ................................ versus ....... 1 or 2 handlers per 45 head

Cargo Loading Staff .................................. versus ....... One or two cowboys and the truck driver

Custom Fancy Travel Attire ...................... versus ....... Custom fitted leather hide and hair

Reserved Individual Stalls ......................... versus ....... Open Rush Seating

Boeing 767 ............................................... versus ....... Aluminum Wilson/Barrett/Merritt Trailer

Lifted into plane and rolled into place..... versus ....... Walk up a ramp and enter trailer on your own

In-flight food service ................................. versus ....... Eat before you load!

Continued from page 11
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Focus on Europe
BA BACK IN PIGS

In my last, I reported how Continental
Airlines were once again on stream carrying pigs
for me.  It is only too easy for an airline to decline
transport of animals, so I was particularly pleased
to have Continental as  new carrier.  As I
reported, in the course of discussions, they
asked British Airways what they thought about
it.  I have no idea whom they spoke to, but
inevitably it was someone who reported all sorts
of anecdotal stories of disaster, smells, gunwales
awash with slurry etc.  Having had a few years
of FMD, Swine Fever, etc, it is a long time since
pigs flew from these shores.  You can imagine
how the stories might come from a young
ingénue with no experience. As a result, this
was touch and go, but Lisa Schoppa, to her
credit, secured approval and the delivery to New
York was a great success.  Lisa now tells me she
has made this a procedural standard by which
they will carry pigs in future.

My next shipment was to Japan.  One of the
conditions is that the flight is direct, with no
stopovers at all, not even for refuelling.  The
only carrier that offers this from UK is British
Airways.  Imagine, therefore, my anxiety as I
approached BA for a quote to carry pigs!  We all
know that a lot depends on whether you find
the ‘man with the brain’ on duty, or one of the
abominable no-men.  Harris’ luck came into play
once again, and their splendid UK salesman,
Matthew Rye, was persuaded to take on the
business.  There was the usual anxieties at high
levels of management, but once again, the flight
was a great success and with BA back into
livestock carrying we have two of the best airlines
back on side.

DANGEROUS GOODS
This would be laughable if it were not

serious.  I have been discussing with my
colleagues how, for the last 18months or so, I
have had to ‘make known’ my empty wooden
pig crates to Security at Heathrow, even before I
have put any pigs in them.  Of particular interest
is the water drinker tube.  This is nearly big
enough to house a small ICBM, so I have to
spend a day delivering the empty crate to the
airport, have the whole thing inspected, with
torches in the drinker tube, and then seal and
fill the drinker.  This has to be done the day

before because inspections only take place
during office hours, and I have to pit the pigs in
the crate early the next morning.  So, this means
two trips to LHR instead of one.

So far the Department of Transport [DfT]
has said that although animals are exempt from
Aviation Security the boxes they are in are not. I
have heard from a third party that the legislation
was not aimed at commercial livestock
shipments but personal; pet shipments.  How
do they know the difference?  How do they
know what is hidden under Rocky the
Rottweler’s favourite blanket?  Would you hand
search it?.  Do you let them out and then search?
Gatwick tell me that the best escape artists are
cats, so you need a pretty good inspection room
to do it.

Now the DfT has advised that the current
exemptions animals, valuables (bullion etc) and
human remains are no longer to be exempt from
the Aviation Security Act but will have to be
made ‘known’ as with other cargo. This involves
X-raying, hand searching or using the
decompression chamber.  The one other long-
standing option of a ‘known shipper’s
consignment’ moving on freighter only aircraft
is fast disappearing.  I believe they are saying its
to ‘bring us in line with EU’.  In fact, we believe
the EU are far behind, and as usual they are
gold-plating the procedures.

Berkshire
pigs on their
way to New
York.  Note
the drinker
tube on the
left.  Big
enough to
hold a
shoulder-
launched
missile!

Continued on page 14
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continued . . Focus on Europe
I hear that the principal exporting

Undertakers are considering to become ‘known
shippers’ under the Act.  This involves getting
their premises annually inspected by the DfT
validators at £400 per annum and are subject to
fairly stringent rules with un-capped liability.  But
I make my boxes on a farm.  How do you make
a farm ‘known’?  And what about the security
between the farm and the airport?  We will soon
need guards riding shotgun on the empty crates.

Valuable cargo can be x-rayed.  It appears
that the DfT do not consider there to be a
problem.  Perhaps they have only considered
pets.  But what would the average pet owner
think if they knew Fido was to pass through the
x-ray machine, especially with all those warning
signs ‘do not insert any part of your body into
this machine’?  I am told that El-Al do this as a
matter of course without any complaints, but
perhaps they don’t tell anyone.  It seems that the
DfT do not think there is a practical problem
with livestock.  Have they a machine big enough
for a cow or a horse?  What about time-sensitive
cargo like day-old chicks?  They will be three-
day-old by the time they have finished.

Is there a training course for Level 1
operatives to hand-search my pigs? Is x-raying
pigs in ones or twos a viable option?  If ever we
get back into cattle shipping, what will happen
when the x-ray finds a bolus?  When the alarm
bells ring, do you run towards the cow, or away
from it?  Another option is de-compression!
Great.  I suppose the airlines might start accepting
pug-nosed dogs if they survive the
decompression chamber for long enough.  I
reckon airlines will take one look and then
charge heavily just for the looking.  It is simply
more ivy on the tree, will further delay dispatch
and only add more expense.

The full consultation paper has just gone
out on the DoT website.  They say they have
notified all trade bodies ie NFU etc., but AATA
and IPATA don’t appear on the list, nor even
DEFRA!

CROWING
As European Secretary, I have to field a mass

of different questions daily from all over the
world.  Since I also make animal containers of
every sort, I have even been known to turn out
chicken houses.  A chum has been thinking of
keeping rare breed hens and emailed me thus:

Uncle T
I have been musing again about the

possibility of keeping special breed chickens.
One of our friends has incubated and hatched
Legbars and Morans.  He has protected his
brood against the hungry and ravening foxes by
an electrified fence. So far, the prospect of
10,000 volts up the hooter has kept them at
bay.  Anyway, what would you charge for
constructing an A-frame chicken house suitable
for about a dozen or so? We would be
incubating from eggs and so could end up with
one or more cockerels. I am (reliably?) informed
that the way to ensure unbroken early morning
sleep is to keep the internal roof of the coop low
enough that the cock bird cannot throw his head
back - no head throwing - no crowing.   Uncle P.

Mother used to say that what I didn’t know,
I made up as I went along.  There had to be an
element of this in my reply.

Uncle P
Special low-rise, late-rise, morning-glory

inhibiting, cold-shower-no-showing-off-to-the-
nestmates, no-stuff-strutting, two-loos low tech
poultry palaces are indeed possible, but I am
not convinced by the ‘no throwing - no crowing’
argument. You could even be prosecuted under
the welfare legislation that states that ‘animals
must have enough space to express themselves’.
I can see a legal beagle making mincemeat of
your defence, ‘that the expressions the bird was
making was unwarranted and unintelligible
anyway’. This could result in your being put in
your own small cage where you
‘could not exhibit your own
normal behaviour’ for as long
as it pleased the Queen’s
Majesty.  I also have concerns
about your stimulating
proposals for Reynard.  I see
another welfare prosecution in
prospect here.  Such is the
upside-down world we live in.

I would say that this calls
for a suitable imbibing session,
where we can throw our heads
back, boast to the girls, and
generally express our normal
behaviour.  Join me in crowing?
Uncle T.

Continued from page 13

Continued on page 15

Tim’s Sister, Janine, at a raptor centre
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continued . . Focus on Europe
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NAGA SAGA
As I write, I am preparing to be off again to

Nagalad taking a small team of specialists to deal
with their pig industry.  So will probably come
home with the usual clutch of unlikely stories.
Trouble is, it’s now reached such a situation,
that nobody quite knows what to believe when
I tell them.  It’s a bit like a George Smiley novel.
Since I work entirely alone, there is nobody in
the office when I’m away.  To get round this I
use a telephone answering service located in
Bury St Edmunds.  My calls are transferred in
my absence to some lovely girls, whom I have
never met, who respond as though they were
sitting here in my office.  These messages are
then relayed to me via e-mail.  Calls naturally
come from all over the world.  They cannot
believe they are speaking to a rainbow of nations
like Japanese, Armenians, Ukrainians, Russkies,

and places they have never heard of, about a
zoo-full of animals such as Pongos, Dingos,
Wops, Wogs, Frogs and Fussy Wuzzies [or have
I mixed my species here?].  All have seemingly
far-fetched requests from how to get pigs
through a Moslem country, to rabbits into
Australia.  Finally, their curiosity got the better of
them, and they asked me the other day what I
did for a living?  I put on my Russian accent and
explained that it was so secret that my pig
business was merely a cover for MI5. The animal
species were code words for secret materials in
transit.  These were my operatives from all
around the world reporting in.  Now that they
know this secret, if they break the Official Secrets
Act, I will have to send The Boys round to
eliminate them.

Tim Harris, AATA European Secretary

Continued from page 14

The AATA
Manual For the
Transportation
of Live Animals

3rd Edition

This Third Edition is an
updated digest of all the

regulations in place around
the world concerning all
aspects of the legislation

including documentation,
vehicle construction,

specific requirements for
certain species, advance

arrangements, marking and
labeling and handling

procedures. Transport by
any mode or means is

includes.  Extensive new
internet references have

been added.
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Animal Welfare or
Animal Rights

Counteracting the
Animal Rights
Agenda

It is important to distinguish between ‘animal
rights’ and ‘animal welfare’ belief systems.

• Animal welfare - accepts the use of animals
by humans, but we have a responsibility
tobe humane and respectful.

• Animal rights - do not accept hte use of
animals by humans for any purpose.

The mantra of a well-known animal rights
groups - People for the Ethical Treatment of
Animals - is “Animals are not ours to eat, wear,
experiment on or use for entertainment.”  PETA
is a well-funded international organization,
supported by many celebrities.  Its numerous
campaigns attack all forms of animals use, with
animal agriculture being a primary target.

How do we combat dedicated activists
who are determined to eliminate all animal
agriculture?  Here are some ideas:

* Be honest with the public, acknowledge
welfare issues and show how your industry
is addressing them;

* Present a positive image of your industry -
be innovative and pro-active in caring for
your animals;

* Don’t defend ‘bad apples’.  Poor
representatives of your industry undermine
all positive initiatives and should not be
tolerated;

* Work with responsible animal welfare
organizations as they lend credibility to
your efforts.

The majority of people support animal
agriculture - we have their trust.  However, they
want assurances that the food they eat has been
humanely raised and killed.  To maintain that
trust, we must be cognizant of animal welfare
issues and continue to develop and implement
strategies that enhance our animals’ well-being.
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