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Research areas

� Livestock Research: 
• Operation systems 
• Animal nutrition and food, soil and crops
• Animal management

� Central Veterinary Institute:
• Animal Disease Control
• Food Safety and zoonoses
• Biologicals



Overview of total animal transports and long 
distance transports in Europe in 2006

� Species    Transports   Transport >8h       %

� Cattle           127,963           54,922              43
Pigs               97,252           34,434              35� Pigs               97,252           34,434              35

� Poultry           72,459           10,687              15

� Total             297,674         100,043             34



Cattle                                         Pigs



Motives for  transport

� Price
� Quality
� Specialization

Environmental legislation (pollution)� Environmental legislation (pollution)
� Overproduction
� Slaughter price





Correct treatment

� Load and unload the animals quietly
� The passageways should be sufficient width and solid
� Groups of animals must be kept stable and limited to 

avoid fighting and stress when put with unfamiliar animals.

� Injuries and bruising should be avoided. These defects 
occur by forceful contacts in passageways, in occur by forceful contacts in passageways, in 
compartments and in containers, by fighting between 
animals and mounting.

� Animals must be able to stand and bear weight on all 
limbs and be fit to be able to withstand the journey without 
suffering unnecessary pain or distress



Responsibilities
The person in charge of the animal transport undertaking:
entrusts the transport to staff who possess the necessary 

knowledge to administer any appropriate care to the 
animals transported

� draws up for journeys up to 24 hours, while watering and 
feeding is appropriate

� ensures that the animals are transported without delay to � ensures that the animals are transported without delay to 
their place of destination, notwithstanding drivers’ normal 
rest periods

� ensures that during the journey the consignment is 
accompanied by the original of the route plan

� controls that the accompanying documents are present in 
the acquired language(s). 



Holding yard

� The waiting area and parking duration of loaded vehicles 
need to be logistically adjusted to prevent temperature 
increase in the compartments.

� The floors should be clean and dry and at the change over 
from ramp to floor straw can be used

� The walls need to be smooth to prevent skin lesions
� Showers are included to shower the arrived pigs to make 

the animal quiet
� A special reception centre for injured and sick animals is 

present
� A facility to kill animals in case of emergency is available
� Boars and sows can be penned separately



Holding yard





Journey management

� Journey management comprises all organisational 
aspects of transport, which may affect the animal’s 
welfare, including its health. 

� It can be influenced by man by 
� rout planning, � rout planning, 
� design of the vehicle, 
� travel times, 
� driving quality, 
� food and water supply and 
� resting periods. 





Ramps

� The situation is often psychologically disturbing and 
therefore to be suitable 

� The passageways need to be solid
� Driving animals is performed quietly



Transport

� Select only fit and healthy animals for travel
� Appropriate shelter from heat, cold, wind and rain should 

be provided.
� The loading density should be correct (m2/animal): 

Animals must be able to stand in their natural position and 
all must be able to lie down at the same timeall must be able to lie down at the same time

� Regulation of the compartment temperature should 
include time of departure in relation to the whether 
conditions during loading and transport 

� Food and water should be available at appropriate times
� Vehicles conveying animals must be driven steadily













Transport costs: relative low compared to other chain costs

Chain costs for pigs, poultry and cattle: relevance  of transport costs (distance 300 km)
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Division of the cost of consignment

division of transport costs by different distance o f travel
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Animal transport association

� The objectives are:
1. Establish regulations by in independent European Farm 

Animal Road Transportation Association
2. Conditions are laid down for participation
3. The goal of this regulation for road transport of farm 3. The goal of this regulation for road transport of farm 

animals is:
� to promote good management practise and to improve 

the quality
� to fortify the image of road transport of farm animals
� to guarantee the employer
� to identify the position of excellent haulers



The end


