Minutes of 29th Annual Membership Meeting

Animal Transportation Association

Wyndham City Center Hotel, Washington DC - Monday April 7, 2003

1. The meeting was called to order by Past President Dr. Walter Woolf at 1.00PM

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting: The Minutes of the 28th Annual Meeting at the Marquis Reforma in Mexico City on April 15, 2002 were adopted on a Motion Proposed by Millie Woolf and Seconded by Dr. George Winegar.

3. Financial Report. Treasurer, John Good reported that the AATA’s financial position had improved from last year and was better than it had been in several years. Membership is up 20% since last April; the Washington DC Conference will produce almost record income despite all of the uncertainty leading up to the Conference; revenue from the Equine Attendant Program is considerably higher than Budgeted; and finally all Administrative costs are within Budget.

For the interest of the members, John also reported that Fedex Charters were receiving a shipment of Pandas into Memphis at 4.00PM on Monday 8 April.

4. President’s Report:  President Emma in her retiring speech thanked Dr. Walter Woolf for all of his support as Past President and introduced Joe Santarelli as incoming President for 2003/04 and wished him well.  Emma also thanked the associations Administrators, her Executive Board, all of the Directors and Committees for their support during the last year. She remarked that she was particularly pleased at the associations improved financial position since the situation in Mexico City last year and gave a special thanks to Treasurer, John Good for his contribution. Finally, Emma drew attention to the increasing use of our website for AATA ommunications and encouraged members to use it regularly.

5. Committee Reports. Tim Harris reported that the Equine Attendant program  was becoming increasingly  recognized and successful.  Currently seventeen AATA qualified grooms now undergone the additional the NPTC assessment for Europe. Tim also reported that owing to the success of the Groom Program and the increased need for only authorized attendants traveling with animals, a similar accreditation program would be developed by AATA for other groups of animals based on IATA standards.

6. Unfinished Business. Joe was pleased to announce that AATA Member, Continental Airlines had donated two round trip tickets anywhere that the airline flies, domestic US or international, to be raffled at the AATA international lunch on Tuesday April 8th.

7.
New Business
a.
The Motion on the agenda to change Article 11 paragraph 2 of the By-Laws, regarding the duration of Directorships was withdrawn with the approval of the members.

b.
The following Motion was proposed by the Board of Directors and Seconded by Millie Woolf. The Motion received unanimous approval of the Members present.

The Mission Statement of the Animal (Air) Transportation Association be amended as follows:

Delete the current Mission Statement :- “The Animal Transportation Association is an international membership organization serving as a resource for those concerned with the humane handling and transportation of animals.”

Proposed Mission Statement:- “The Animal Transportation Association is an organization with a worldwide membership of diverse participants. We serve as a resource for those concerned with the humane handling and transportation of animals.  AATA initiates and encourages related organizations to develop “best practices” for animal transport.

8. Election of Officers & Directors

The following slate of candidates were proposed by the Nominating Committee; seconded by Dr. Walter Woolf, for a term of three years. The Proposal was approved unanimously by the members present.

Carolyn Young 

Millie Woolf

Robert van Voorthuyzen 

Michael Kuntz

Anna Melino  

Anja Ruppert.

9. Other Business

a.
Joe Santarelli, President, thanked International Racehorse Transport for their sponsorship of the International Lunch.

b.
Joe also thanked Past President Emma for her support and for passing the AATA to him in good financial condition.

c.
Joe presented Quentin Wallace of IRT with the Presidents Award for 2002/03.

d.
Finally, Dr. George Winegar was presented to the membership as President Elect for 2003/04

10.
The meeting was adjourned at 1.20PM.

